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From the Desk of Stephen P. Arnold, President and CEO
Hello my friends and fellow IBRBS members! This is my first newsletter message
to you as your President/CEO. I hope you are as excited as I am about the future
of IBRBS. We have been well led throughout the last five-plus years by our former
President, now President Emeritus, Robert “Bob” Elkin. On June 13, 2018, I was
elected as your President by your Board, and we created a new Executive Council
to help the Board more effectively and efficiently set the direction of the
organization, and to use the Council’s collective experiences to solve issues
quickly. This new Officer Council, which serves at the pleasure of your elected
representatives, the Directors, has restructured to handle the kinds of tasks we deal with daily, and we
added an additional Officer to help with communications and marketing consistency to protect our
brand, IBRBS. The new Officers are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Stephen Arnold – President/CEO
Frederick Selinsky – Chair and Governance Officer
Tom Carmody – Membership Officer (Internal VP)
Howard “Howie” Graham – Professional Development Officer (External VP)
Steve Eastis – Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
Deanna Golden – International Secretary
Robert “Bo” Turner – Communications and Marketing Officer
Fred Lueck – Chief Information Officer and Webmaster

As a real-bearded Santa and Mrs. Claus organization, IBRBS continues to grow dramatically as you share
the good news of your benefits with your fellow Christmas performers. We have grown by over 45%
since the end of August 2017 – just one year! Our larger membership, which now stands at 2,130+
strong, gives us added strength as we negotiate on behalf of the entire Christmas community for better
services at the same or lower prices. For instance, every Santa group benefited from our President
Emeritus’ experience in the insurance markets, and we have the same rates as both 2016-17 and 201718, with even more benefits for our 2018-19 season insurance plans.
Your IBRBS’ Board of Directors is carefully making plans and directing your organization. We are Focused
on Our Future, a new tagline that expresses our immediate mission. Plans are being laid for the ISC 2020,
and details of this event will be announced soon. We have recently expanded the Santa School
Scholarship program and are revising plans for a new Education concept.
We continue to be good stewards of your dues, revising operations and cutting costs wherever prudent;
but costs continue to rise all about us. IBRBS will continue to be a member-driven, volunteer-led,
inspired and vibrant association – the world’s largest organization of professional Santas and Mrs.
Clauses. Annual renewals have begun and I ask you to join us once again!
Thank you for letting me serve you, all the members of IBRBS.

Click Stephen’s photo to watch his video

Stephen P. Arnold
IBRBS President/CEO
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During the June 2018 IBRBS Board of Directors’ meeting, member Jim Williams and his wife made
a ”surprise” home visit to our President Emeritus, Santa Bob Elkin. They hand-delivered a heartfelt
token of appreciation from all of you and a grateful Board, honoring the many years of service and
leadership Bob has provided the organization. Thank you Jim and your wife for making this special
presentation possible!

Speaking of awards, we are happy to announce this year’s recipients of the IBRBS Higher Education
Scholarships. Soleil Foy and Stephany Rose each received a $500 Scholarship toward their education.
Congratulations to each of this year’s recipients from all of us at IBRBS.
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Mrs. Claus’s Most Important Accessory
by Deanna Golden
Accessorizing is always a fun topic, and we asked ladies to tell us their most important accessory. Our
insightful ladies looked past the cool red leather bag filled with goodies, the jewelry, the red boots, and
the head piece or hat that draws all eyes. Mrs. Clauses, Elves, and Santas know the best accessories are
more than the bling. A SMILE and a great ATTITUDE are the absolute most important additions to our
otherwise perfectly prepared look. They are the first and last things people notice, and we should never
leave the house without them. The thing about a positive attitude is that it gives us more than a smile to
share with the families we visit. And we know it’s more than lip service to pretend we are happy—we
have to be genuine. There are a myriad of benefits to living life with a more positive attitude. Think
about these:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A positive attitude can fight depression.
A positive attitude can lead to living a longer life.
A positive attitude will help you recover faster from diseases or surgery.
A positive attitude can strengthen your immunity.
A positive attitude can help you cope with stress and hardship.

As we continue preparing for the holiday season, as we polish the boots, clean the velvet, brush the fur,
and add the sparkle to our clothing, we also remember that the sparkle in our eyes and the smile on our
faces come from the heart. If we don’t start there, no accessory will do the trick. Life is hard, but as
Christmas performers, the joy we bring to children and their families creates memories we may never
know about. The smile and attitude we bring into that party, picture, and interaction is what they will
remember most. We are joyous! We are grateful! We are humble! We are Christmas! Happy Holidays!
http://positivitypack.com/5-health-benefits-of-positive-thinking/
Our own Johnathan Burton taps into the
histories and journeys of those who don the
red suit and the red dress.
Visit the Facebook page at
facebook.com/SantaClausPodcast,
plug in your headset or crank up the volume, and
listen to the wisdom and insights of your peers. From these priceless
(and free) podcasts, you may benefit from the wisdom and experience
across the Christmas community. Johnathan’s growing library of
interviews most recently include Santa Lee Andrews, Santa Joe McGee,
Mrs. Claus Ginny Etienne, and more. They will inspire you with their
true Christmas hearts. Thank you Johnathan for your tireless efforts to
promote our professional development.
© 2018 IBRBS
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Santa’s change-ofheart
Santa Bo Turner
click on photo to go to
podcast

Santa brings more
than just toys
Santa Stephen Arnold
click on photo to go to
podcast
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Volunteer and be a Part of Your Future
IBRBS has a number of ways for you to volunteer. With our transition to operate under a more effective
and efficient Core Structure, your Board can use your expertise to Focus on Our Future. We know that
our members have tremendous gifts and talents, and as a volunteer organization, we need your help to
continue growing and to bring you the best programs and benefits possible. To learn more about our
Committees and how you can contribute, visit your Member Dashboard or send an email to
VolunteerCoordinator@IBRBSantas.org .

You can help in any of our Core Committees. We know that our members
bring an amazing mix of gifts, talents, and experiences. If you have a
background or interest in any of the areas listed above, please get
involved. Our immediate needs are in the areas of:


Newsletter design and publishing (MS Publisher)



Website development (HTML and php)



Membership Services (relationship building)



Documenting policies and procedures (MS Word, Excel)

We are also looking for Regional, District and International District
Representatives to be the voice of IBRBS in your local Chapters and
communities. We are growing—be a part of your future!
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Renewal Time is Here...Again!
On August 1, our annual renewal window opens. This
year, you will see a few changes as we continue
streamlining our processes to make things easier and
more professional for YOU. Your IBRBS membership
runs from October 1 through September 30, and this
year we will again provide the deeply discounted
Background Checks and Entertainers’ Liability
Insurance that you have come to count on from IBRBS.
NEW Members will complete a detailed application,
combining the member Profile and application process
into a single operation.
RENEWING Members can prepare before August with
a few simple steps:
1) Visit your Member Dashboard at
members.IBRBSantas.org.
2) Update your Profile information including address
or phone numbers, and confirm that you have a
current photo of you in character.
3) If your Email address has changed, please notify
our Webmaster at Webmaster@IBRBSantas.org.
4) You will also be asked to OPT IN or OPT OUT of
notifications from IBRBS. We ask you to carefully
consider this. OPT OUT means you will miss
important emails about votes and elections, as
well as Newsletters, invitations to apply for Santa’s
Heart awards or scholarships, and many other
important messages.
5) Both new and renewing members must agree to
abide by the Tenets of IBRBS in order to have their
application or renewal accepted.
2018-2019 Background Check Fees
$7.50 for Full Members for the first Background Check
$15.00 for Friends of Members or for a subsequent
Background Check during the Membership year.
2018-2019 Entertainers Liability Premiums —
Unchanged for the Third Year!
We are pleased to announce that for the third year,
insurance premiums remain the same for either the
$2M ($165) or $4M ($200) coverage, both of which
automatically includes molestation coverage with your
clear background check. Small service charges apply to
these transactions. You can find more details on the
coverage from your Member Dashboard.
Watch for an email with a link to renew by midAugust.
© 2018 IBRBS

ISC 2018 Denver Feedback:
Workshops, Fellowship and Snow
April’s International Santa Celebration (ISC) has
come and gone, and the team is already working
on the 2020 and 2022 celebrations. We asked you
about your experience in Denver, and we
promised to let you know the results. First, thank
you for sharing your feedback, both positive and
constructive. All of it goes into planning the next
ISC, so we keep what you really liked and valued,
and improve on those areas that didn’t quite
meet your expectations.
 You loved the variety of workshops, the
fellowship with colleagues, and the snow!
 You also enjoyed Friday’s inductions into the
Santa Claus Hall of Fame and Knights of St.
Nicholas.
 The Saturday Gala was a hit, with the local
entertainment, fashion show, Santa’s Heart
Awards, and Santa Bruce Templeton’s moving
Keynote speech.
 The Ladies Reception was great, but a bit too
cozy; next time we need more room.
 You asked us to do a better job if schedules
need to change, and to make sure there’s
enough room for everyone to attend every
workshop they would like.
 We asked about topics for the ISC 2020. They
fell into three main categories, which the
team is exploring: Business-related, like
creating an LLC or 501(c)(3), marketing, and
more about video and live streaming;
Performance, like role-playing, visiting senior
centers, more workshops for elves, and off
season gigs; and General topics, like building
Chapters, exploring the spiritual side,
wardrobe, and traditions in different cultures.
 You would definitely recommend the ISC to a
colleague. Coming together to network, learn,
and have fun was the greatest value of all.
The ISC team takes your feedback very seriously,
and will incorporate as many of your suggestions
as possible. Thank you!
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Santa Claus Drill Team Makes a Big Bang on July 4th!
July 4, Safety Harbor, FL. The Santa Drill Team marched
with cheers and whoops from the crowd, and while their
procession might not match the Blue Angels, their spirit
flies just as high and influenced the crowd just as much.
Mid-Life Crises, two talented ladies, delivered stunning
patriotic music, songs and emceed the after-parade show,
where the local VFW, with city officials, made
presentations and the Santa Drill Team performed.
The Santa Drill Team repartee included presentation of
the flag of each service, the POW flag, and first responders – all great
American heroes! The Drill Team also performed Red Skelton’s Salute to
the Flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, and a “Got Cookies Drill.” The crowd
was thrilled! The Palm Tree Santas (an IBRBS affiliated Chapter),
provided Santa, Mrs. Claus, and Elf energy to deliver FREE water,
cookies, popcorn and sno-cones to all. Hundreds were served and very
appreciative of their “gifts.” EVERYONE attending wore red, white and
blue, held flags, and sang along with sno-cone colored red and blue
tongues.

Apparently some of the Palm Tree
Santas had to play for their supper
at Hollebach's German Restaurant.

As the festivities wound down, Mid-Life Crises, with the
crowd’s and Santa Drill Team’s help, sang several
Christmas songs while children danced with joy in their
eyes. The smallest in the crowd might not understand the
significance of the day, but they understood Santa was
part of the party! There was no us vs. them, no
negativity, and no vitriol; WE stood as ONE America, WE
pledged Allegiance, WE sang, and WE had FUN!
Thank you Santa Claus Drill Team, you are what’s right
with America! Santa Ed Sevcik

Have you joined us on Facebook?
Join the discussion with your fellow members. Ask questions, share your photos and experiences, and
connect with other IBRBS members. Visit the page https://www.facebook.com/groups/IBRBSantas/
and click the “Join” button directly below the IBRBS logo.
Facebook is one of the most direct and quickest ways of communicating important updates with you.
Join today!

© 2018 IBRBS
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Members in the News

Arizona Santas, Mrs. Clauses & Elves celebrated Christmas in July at Organ Stop Pizza in Mesa to
support the United Food Bank. L-R: Santa Wes and Mrs. Claus Eileen Turner, Santa Mike and Mrs.
Claus Melinda Sayyae, Santa Terry, Elf K Gorman.

KTLA's Henry DiCarlo and Patriotic Santa,
aka Ron Breach, just before the Anaheim
Hills 2018 4th of July Parade.

Lone Star Santas in the July 4th Parade.

Chris Groeschke takes 3rd Prize in the
Summerlin, Las Vegas Patriotic Parade.

© 2018 IBRBS

The Claus Brothers in the 2nd “D” of three; First
Denver, now Denmark, and soon Detroit.
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Members in the News

Idaho Santas Chapter had an old time
summer bash with a Model T.

The Heart of America Santas met for a
wonderful lunch with about 20 people.

Connecticut Santas Dinner! With Valerie Carrier,
Linda Hodson Gordona, Chip Adams, Bernard
Prior and Anne Dlugos Dembski at Town Line Diner.

Utah Santas had a great party! See you
at our next meeting in October 2018!

Northern Illinois Santas gathering in Grayslake, IL.

Some of the NORPAC Santas helped raise funds
for Toys for Kids at the Seattle Mariners game
July 30. Pictured here with Founder Rick Rizz
and organizer Heather.
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Members in the News

Hoosier Santas at the Marion County Fair with Emily Kinzer of Wish TV Channel 8. Click here to watch the video

Santas from around the Washington DC/
Baltimore area, with the Mid-Atlantic and
Colonial Santas, met for a cheerful lunch.
Our guest of honor was Santa Tom Carmody,
IBRBS Membership Services Officer, who
traveled from Denver, CO. Good times were
had by all. These Santas and Mrs. Clauses
are some of the most community-involved
people around, and they got a glimpse of
some ways we can improve our involvement
in our communities. Thanks Yogi (Mark
Nettleship) and all the Mid-Atlantic and
Colonial Santas for hosting.

We also had a visitor, Trey Colassard, from Hampstead, MD.
He is a special needs child and met up with Santa Rick Hillary,
who invited him and his mother, Tina, to the lunch. He was a
joy and was given an honorary membership in our group

© 2018 IBRBS
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Members in the News
As a public service event, members of the New
England Santa Society made an appearance at the
American Cancer Society Relay for Life event in
Derry, NH.
Santas, Mrs. Clauses, Elves and others visited the
event for the Christmas during the June relay. We
serenaded the group with holiday songs with Kazoo
and voice. We joined the participants in a lap
around the track, posed for
photos, and lent our
support.
Santa Jerry Galland was
at a Christmas in July
event with “Webbly”,
the mascot for the
Everett Aquasox baseball team.

Arizona Santas CBS and the Salvation Army gathered
for a TV spot of Santas collecting water for
the Salvation Army. Click here to see video.

Santa Ed Howie, aka
“Father Neptune”, at
the San Clemente’s
Ocean Festival, CA.

Click on photo to watch the Oklahoma Santas’ video.
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Members in the News

The Bluegrass Santas “Make a stop” in Bowling
Green, KY. Click on link to go to video.

Braving Europe's heatwave, more than 150
Santas from around the world donned their
heavy suits and full beards at their annual
World Congress of Santa Clauses in
Denmark. Click on link to go to video.

Burlington's own “Santa Jr”, aka Peter K Boxall,
claimed his third, first place finish at The Santa
Obstacle Course World Championship and he
shares his secrets to success.
Click on link to go to video .

St. Jude Christmas Miracles celebrated during
July in North Carolina.

Click on link to go to video.
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Members in the News

The Lower Hudson Santas collected for the Toys for
Tots program at the Renegades Baseball team's
Christmas in July Event.

Great friends raising money for a great cause.
The Heart of Ohio IBRBS Meeting celebrated
Christmas in July and their
gathering benefited WAGONS
HO HO HO.

Our Summer 2018 cover is Santa Trever Waltos,
photographed by Molly Sauro-Williams
Creative Photographer and Portrait Artist
Saurosphotography.com
Molly@Saurosphotography.com

Be on the Next Cover!
Send us your seasonal photos and you may find
yourself on the cover of an upcoming Newsletter.
Click link to email your photo to us.

© 2018 IBRBS

Brothers from around the world met in Denmark
during the World Santa Claus Congress (WSCC) in
Bakken.
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Members in the News
Santa Mark Larson, Oregon, talks about
“Santa Needs a Summer Job.”
Click on link to go to video
KPTV Christmas in July.

Our Christmas World lost a true treasure: Santa Fred Osther, NOR. Click link to see video.

Let us remember these Santas, Mrs. Clauses,
members and friends who have made their Last Sleigh Ride
Santa Ernest 'Ernie' Arendt, MN. Santa Thomas Aldridge, IN.
Santa Joseph Niemczura, OH. Santa Bill Chancy, TX.
Santa James “Sonny” Fitzpatrick, GA.
Santa David King, BC. Santa Dale Tetzlaff, MN.
Santa Palmer Forness, ND. Mrs. Claus Kathy Dickinson, TX.
Santa Charles Zimmerman, OH. Santa Bill Perillo, CT.
Mrs. Claus Gina Gray, AL. Mrs.Claus Betty Page, GA.
Santa Fred Osther, NOR.

© 2018 IBRBS
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Members in the News
The MidSouthern Santa
Society assisted the Quilting
Club of the White Station
Church of Christ in
preparing 63+ quilt bundles. These will go to the
children of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital,
marked with "Made by Elves, Blessed by Santa".
This is a two minute video created to help celebrate
this productive, charitable effort day by our
wonderful group. Click link to go to our video.

VA Establishes Office of Electronic Health Record Modernization to Support Transition From Legacy Patient Data
System - WASHINGTON — Focused on ensuring a successful transition from a legacy patient data system, the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced the recent establishment of the Office of Electronic Health
Record Modernization (OEHRM). (7/12/18)
VA Partnership with National Cancer Institute Will Boost Veteran Access to Clinical Trials - WASHINGTON —
Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced that it has formed a partnership with the National
Cancer Institute (NCI) which will provide more access to the latest treatment options for VA patients with
cancer. (7/10/18)
Modern Healthcare Magazine Recognizes VA’s Top Physician as one of 2018’s 50 Most Influential Physician
Executives and Leaders - WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) top physician, Dr.
Carolyn Clancy, who leads VA’s Veterans Health Administration (VHA), was named by Modern Healthcare
magazine as one of 2018’s 50 Most Influential Physician Executives and Leaders in an announcement June
18. (6/28/18)
Nine VA Programs Receive Awards for Innovation in Health IT - Nine U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
programs were recently recognized for outstanding innovations in federal health technology at an awards
ceremony at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. (6/22/18)
Award-winning VA video series, The American Veteran, receives 2017 regional Emmy Award - WASHINGTON — A
video story produced by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – focusing on a Navy Veteran and comedian who
recovered from a possible career-ending stroke in 2016 with the help of VA doctors and therapists – received an
Emmy Award at a ceremony June 23 in Bethesda, Maryland. (7/2/18)
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Word Search: Santas from Sea to Shining Sea
By Patrick de Haan

PALMTREE
METROGEORGIA
NORTHGEORGIA
BLUEGRASSKENTUCKY
NEWENGLAND
LONGLEAFPINE
TRIANGLESANTABUDDIES
NEWJERSEY
HUDSONVALLEY
HEARTOFOHIO
SOUTHCAROLINA
COLONIAL
COTTONSTATE
DIXIECOAST
NORTHERNILLINOIS
HOOSIER
INDIANASCSOCIETY
KREWEOFKRINGLES

GREATLAKE
OZARKS
OKLAHOMA
MIDDLETENNESSEE
MIDSOUTHERNSANTASOCIETY
ARIZONA
PIKESPEAK ROCKYMOUNTAIN
IDAHO
ENCHANTED
UTAH
INLANDEMPIRE
NORCAL
SOCAL
SURFSIDE
SANTASPACK
NORPAC

Cartoon by John Stevens, aka “Santa B. Cause”.
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Classifieds and Advertising
Santa Bill Asher
has domains for sale,
up to 50% off,
With Santa/Christmas names like:
SantaClausForHire.Net
Renta-Santa.Com
SleighBellsRing.Com
TheOnlineSanta.Com
TheOriginalSanta.Com
MyLetterForSanta.Com
Contact him at:
Santa@SantaForHire.Info

Visit the Cyberstore and save
20% on your Next Order.

Links to Sale Sites
Santas Clauset
santasclauset.org
Mrs. Claus Creations
santanpoutlet.com
Sleigh Master Beard Products
sleighmaster.com
Santas Wardrobe
santaswardrobe.com
Awesome Santa Belts
santabelts.com
RPCM Cool Vest
store.coolvest.com
Seat for Santa
seatsforsanta.com
Toys for Santa
ToysforSanta.com
Little Darlin's Creations
littledarlinscreations.com/
SantaScents
santascents.com
Sew Santa
sewsanta.com
The Sewing Elves
thesewingelves.com
Upscale St. Nick
upscalestnick.com
Wolek's Famous
Moustaches & Beard
mustacheparlor.com
North Pole Clothiers
asanta4you.com
Adele’s of Hollywood
adelescostumes.com

Links to Job Sites
Cherry Hill Program
800-969-2440
cherryhillphoto.com
Worldwide Photography
888-725-8496
wwponline.com
Nationwide Santas
702-988-9494
nationwidesantas.com
Amusematte Photo
805-306-1285
amusematte-photos.com
Links to Schools
Santa Claus Conservatory
The-santa-claus-conservatory.com
School 4 Santa
School4santas.com
Professional Santa Claus School
Amerevents.com/santa-claus-school
Saint Nicholas Institute
StNicholasinstitute.org
Northern Lights Santa Academy
Northernlightssantaacademy.com
Charles W. Howard Santa Claus
School
Santaclausschool.com
North Pole Santa School
Northpolesantaschool.org
Santa and the Business of
Being Santa
Satbobs.com
Santa Nana’s Holiday University
SantaNana.com
Legendary Santa University
LegendarySantaUniversity.com
Christmas Performers Workshop
Christmasperformerworkshops.com
Contact us for your own classified ad.
Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org
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